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President’s Message 

  On the Road Branch-hopping 
– Kymberlie Ingalls 

I love a road trip. It's my zen, once I'm away from the congested Bay Area—on an open 
road, with deafening music, wind on my skin. During one week in September, I went as    
far north as Santa Rosa and south to Pacific Grove. Five road trips, five opportunities        
to mingle with writers in various CWC branches.  

The first one was Mt. Diablo, where I heard Grant Faulkner, an expert on NaNoWriMo, 
and founder of the phenomenal website 100wordstories.com.  
 
At the Redwood Writers branch, I got to cheer on Crissi Langwell, who also talked of 
NaNoWriMo and the books she’s published that came from this popular writing chal-
lenge. I spoke with visiting Napa Valley Writers’ president, Sue Kesler, about her visits 
to various branches and also got to see my friend Joelle Burnette, who shared Cancer 
Time Bomb, her book about her breast cancer battle. 
 
Next I headed to the South Bay Writers where Vice President Jennie Everidge grace-
fully presided over the meeting. I'm privileged to witness her and newly elected 
President Patrick McQueen shape SBW in a new direction. I felt a tinge of pride as my 
friend Mark Gelineau and his partner Joseph King unveiled their new fantasy novel, A 
Reaper of Stone. Just a few months ago, they were nervously building a strategy for—
get this—sixty novellas!  

Last week, I drove to the coast for a dinner date with two women who welcomed me 
into the Central Coast Writers right from the beginning—President Laurie Sheehan and 
Leslie Patino, CCW's recipient of the 2015 Jack London Award.  

By visiting other branches, I have met some colorful characters. Pastor Harry regaled 
me of his tales traveling the world to do book readings.  

But each time, I come back to my home branch where I give my heart because it was 
Berkeley that first said "come on in and sit a spell." And I received the best note ever 
from our own Dirk Wales, who is geographically distant but faithful: "I believe in you 
and Jack London and Al Levinson, and what we can all do together."  

I look forward to this month's speaker, Jim Azevedo of Smashwords, who is the nicest 
guy—very easygoing and he knows his stuff. In fact, all the people I've met at this fast-
rising e-publishing site generously go beyond their duties to assist authors.  

Lastly, I want to give a shout out to CWC President, Dave George, who is a member of 
our Berkeley Branch. He has come through for us often in this past year as we smooth 
out the rough spots. He's been quite encouraging to my growth in the club, as have 
many of you, and I thank you. 
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From the Editor’s Desk 
- Tanya Grove 
 

Last month I beseeched readers to send in ideas for 
regular features in Write Angles. Only one person 
responded (thank you, Kristen Caven!), but she had 
so many great ideas that I thought I’d share them. 
 
First, Kristen declared her love for our regular 
Member News and the pieces we occasionally publish 
that offer advice for writers. 
 
Then she listed several possible features: 

1. Member book reviews! I would love every mem-
ber to make a commitment to review a book by 
another member. And each issue could feature a 
book by a CWC author. 

2. Member poetry!  

3. A regular column on how to use the tools of the 
club  

4. Bits about club history—notable members  

5. Snippets from critique groups (Could they vote 
on the best paragraph of the month and send it 
in?) 

6. The local writers’ scene (readings, events, etc.) 
There is a true literary renaissance happening in 
Oakland! 

7. CWC around the world: where are our members 
going?  

I am happy to report that in regards to request 
number one, we not only have a book review from 
our regular contributor, John Q. McDonald, but we 
also have a review of a book by our own Tim 
Jollymore. (Thank you, Kitty Fasset!) 

Although we already have Alysa Chadow’s page that 
features famous published poets, we could certainly 

make room for poems composed by members. Poets, 
send us your verse! 

I would also love to read a regular column on how to 
make the best use of tools available through the 
club. And I nominate Kristen Caven to write it!  

We definitely have history-oriented members. Would 
one of you cover club history? 

I don’t know how voting would work, but it would be 
great if critique/support groups were to submit 
something to let the rest of us know what goes on  in 
those meetings at houses, cafes, and libraries. 

I agree with Kristen that so much is going on in the 
Bay Area literary scene that we should cover. Have 
you gone to a worthwhile workshop, attended a great 
reading, or been part of a literary gathering that 
would interest our readers? I bet you have. Write it 
up and send it in! 

Do you venture around the globe and happen upon 
some literary tidbit that might just interest fellow 
writers? Send that in too. 

I will take on that last challenge myself. During my 
two weeks in London and Dublin, I hope to take a few 
literary daytrips. I shall report back in November.  

What about the rest of you? 

 

Check out CWC’s state website (http://calwriters.org/), 
the website for NorCal 

(http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/), 
and the one for CWC‐South 

(www.socalwritersshowcase.com).

Write Angles 
 

Editor     Tanya Grove 

Copyeditors   Anne Fox & Lynn Fraley 

Poetry Page    Alysa Chadow 

Contributors: Linda Brown, John Q. McDonald, Kitty Fassett 
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Songwriters Celebrate Joaquin Miller
-Linda Brown 

Singers are writers, too, and the CWC-BB is blessed to 
have writers who also write songs, entertain, and 
inspire a love of history through music. Three 
members recently donated music to CWC for display 
at the Ranger Station in Joaquin Miller Park. Thank 
you, Kristen Caven, Karen Arlen, and David Simmons! 
The music was labeled as a donation from the 
songwriters and the CWC. 

Kristen wrote Joaquin Miller Went Walkin’, an 
anthem for the Park that has an accompanying 
workbook for children. In 2010, she sang the song and 
played the guitar for the five-year gathering of the 
FoJMP. She has also performed this song at the July 
CWC picnic in Joaquin Miller Park. You can check out 
the music and booklet from the Oakland Library or 
purchase it from www.kristencaven.com. 

Karen Arlen co-authors and publishes books and CDs 
on California history and performs, much like CWC’s 
founding members. She donated her songbook, Days 
of Gold, which includes Gold Rush songs. 

Davie Simmons donated a song of earlier times that 
captures the spirit of Joaquin Miller Park. “The Green 
Shady Places” is from his album Culloden Field. 
Listen and watch at www.histscape.com and 
www.reverbnation.com/daviesimmons. 

  

In the mid-1800s to early 1900s, writers and artists 
met for outdoor salons at “The Hights,” Miller’s name 
for his artistic retreat in the Hills. One-act plays were 
called High Jinks and comedy skits, Low Jinks. See 
more at www.calicantoassociates.com.  

The Friends of Joaquin Miller Park (FoJMP), of which 
the CWC is a member, donated funds to tune the 
piano in the Ranger Station earlier this year. 

Of course, tell everyone to learn more about these 
and other published members on www.cwc-berkeley.org 
and clicking on the Our Members tab. 

 

 

Trailhead Documentary Premieres 

Trailhead: Discovering Oakland's Gateway to the 
Redwoods gets its world premiere at the Chabot 
Space & Science Center on Wednesday, October 7 
(5:30–10:00pm). This documentary tells the story of 
Oakland’s largest wildland trail system that connects 
neighborhoods to redwood forests and over five hun- 

 

dred miles of trails that span the entire East Bay. It 
includes footage shot in Joaquin Miller Park and com-
ments by the Friends of Joaquin Miller Park (FoJMP) 
president. Executive Producer Stan Dodson is a former 
FoJMP board member and current volunteer who once 
judged the October LitCake contest for our branch. 

Joaquin Miller Park is important to CWC members be-
cause it is considered the birthplace of the CWC. Our 
founding members met on the lands in the years lead-
ing up to the CWC’s formation in 1909 and we’ve been 
there ever since. (See CWC and Joaquin Miller Park 
Fact Sheet on page 4). 

The film premiere will be a free event, but all 
attendees must register and obtain a ticket. For 
details, please visit: http://www.trailheadoakland.org/news/ 
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The CWC and Joaquin Miller Park History Fact Sheet 
 

 

 

www.calwriters.org  

 In the early 1900s, author Jack London, poet 
George Sterling, California’s first poet laureate Ina 
Coolbrith, and other writers began meeting in the 
Oakland Hills near the home of poet Joaquin 
Miller. These meetings led to the formation of the 
California Writers Club (CWC). 
 

 In 1913, after Joaquin Miller’s death, the CWC led 
the campaign for the City of Oakland to purchase 
Joaquin Miller’s property for a park.  CWC also 
incorporated as a California private corporation 
based in Oakland.   
 

 In 1930, CWC members began planting trees in 
Joaquin Miller Park to honor California’s literary 
legends.  As that idea grew, CWC members formed 
and led the Woodminster Committee, working 
with the City and the Works Progress Administra‐
tion to create the Woodminster Theatre, the 
Cascades with art décor stonework, pools and 
fountain.  
 

 Also in the 1930s, the City of Oakland honored 
CWC members, including poets Derrick and Eunice 
Lehmer, Charles Keeler and Gertrude Mott, wife of 
then Oakland mayor Frank Mott for their Wood‐
minster work. Inscriptions on the stone benches 
midway up the Cascades honor Keeler and the 
Lehmers. The fountain at the base of the Cascades 
honors Mrs. Mott. 
 

 In 1941, the City of Oakland dedicated Wood‐
minster to past and future writers, calling it   

 
 

 
 
“a Temple to the Gods” and “Cathedral in the Woods.”  
Woodminster includes the following: 

 
 2,500 seat outdoor amphitheatre, 
 the Cascades, fountain, and pools, and  
 California Writers Memorial Grove. 

The ceremony included the poem “Woodminster” written by 
CWC member Harry Noyes Pratt, one of the writers who 
championed the idea for the Memorial Grove. 

 At some point, the CWC reorganized with a Central Board and 
regional branches. Today’s local CWC‐Berkeley Branch meets 
in Oakland and is the founding branch that created the CWC’s 
early, rich history. 

  

 In 2003, with a proposal from the CWC and an endorsement 
from the California Library Association, the California 
Governor and Legislature proclaimed the third week in 
October as California Writers Week.  

 

 In 2009, the CWC celebrated its 100‐year anniversary. In 
recognition of our beginnings, CWC created a unique one‐of‐
a‐kind poster that hangs in the Joaquin Miller Park Ranger 
Station.  

 

 In 2012, the City of Oakland installed six educational panels 
near Joaquin Miller’s Abbey on Joaquin Miller Road.  The 
Creation of a Park panel recognizes the CWC. The Haven for 
Artists panel celebrates early CWC members. 

 

 By July, 2015, the Club had 21 branches and nearly 2,000 
members statewide. 
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poetry page  
WOMEN OF THEIR WORD: Women throughout the Decades 

Featured Poet: TESS GALLAGHER 

 

UNDER STARS 
 

The sleep of this night deepens 
because I have walked coatless from the house 
carrying the white envelope. 
All night it will say one name   
in its little tin house by the roadside. 
 
I have raised the metal flag 
so its shadow under the roadlamp 
leaves an imprint on the rain‐heavy bushes. 
Now I will walk back 
Thinking of the few lights still on  
in the town a mile away. 
 
 
 
Copyright 2011 by Tess Gallagher 
Go to www.poetryfoundation.org for the rest of the 
poem, or see her new and collected poems. 

 

- Alysa Chadow 

The American poet Tess Gallagher (1943) 
is the recipient of a Guggenheim fellow-
ship, two NEA awards, and several other 
poetry prizes. She is also the widow of 
the American short story writer Raymond 
Carver. 

Gallagher was born in Port Angeles, 
Washington. She studied under the 
Pulitzer Prize—winning poet Theodore 
Roethke at the University of Washington, 
and began publishing her poetry shortly 
after graduation. She won her Guggen-
heim after publishing what is probably 
her best-known collection, Instructions 
to the Double in 1976. 

Gallagher met Carver at a poetry 
conference in 1979. The two lived and 
worked together, including running a 
creative writing program at Syracuse 
University in the early 1980s. She 
married him several months before his 
death in 1988; her collection, Moon 
Crossing Bridge, is one of love poems 
dedicated to him.  

“Under Stars” is an example of 
Gallagher’s lyrical, yet straightforward 
style. 
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Book Reviews 

Suspenseful Mystery Delivers 
Reviewed by Kitty Fassett 

Police detective Paul Tuomi is caught between 
East and West in Duluth, Minnesota, where drugs, 
arson, and greed figure in a series of mysterious 
deaths. Here the drug culture of the 1960s stands 
in relief against the backdrop of a glowering steel 
industry where workers from the West side risk 
mutilation and death at a mill controlled by 
wealthy industrialists on the East side, men    
“whose souls had been scorched barren not at the 
two-thousand-degree open hearth...but by the 
mammonish glow of money and mounds of wealth.” 

Despite marital ties with East side aristocracy, Paul’s 
heart is in the West, with the mother of his child, and 
with his private detective father, PS Tuomi, whose  

 

Observation Hill 

by Tim Jollymore 
 

 

reputation is tarnished by a link with   
an earlier murder in a bootlegging enter-
prise. Although his West-side connec-
tions put his job in the East in jeopardy, 
Paul follows his instincts, as he pursues 
the trail of the spoiled teenaged son of  
a privileged East side family.  

As the second novel of award winning—author Tim 
Jollymore, Observation Hill is as tightly constructed 
as a Rubik’s cube, every scene leading into the next 
with unrelenting suspense. On a level with best-
selling books by Robert Crais and Joseph Wambaugh, 
Observation Hill is a gripping thriller, a must-read for 
any lover of mystery fiction.  

Astronomer Forges Her Path on Earth 
 

The Movement of Stars 

by Amy Brill 

 

Reviewed by John Q. McDonald 

In 1845, the study of astronomy 
was a male-dominated pursuit. 
Women were not expected to 
enter the halls of academia on 
any level ground with men, 
despite the examples of 

accomplished women scientists. In this deeply 
researched novel, we meet Hannah Price, who labors 
alone, on Nantucket Island, in a meticulous search of 
the sky for a comet that could bear her name and give 
her entry into the world of science. That her gender is 
holding her back, that men expect her to yield to their 
expectations, is a constant frustration. Her father, 
also an accomplished mathematician, expects her to 
marry. The members of her church, the Society of 
Friends, expect her to stay sequestered from the 
greater world.  All expect her to maintain barriers of 

race, as well, for Hannah has undertaken the naviga-
tional education of Isaac Martin, first mate of a 
whaling ship, and an Azorean of African descent. Her 
attraction grows for this passionate man, and she goes 
back and forth against the constraints of her culture. 
She teaches him, and yearns for him. He has faith in 
her abilities, as do other men, but he also expects her 
to succeed. 
 
Ultimately, a comet opens doors for Hannah, but she 
still struggles with her path in life. The culture is 
slowly changing, and her notoriety helps motivate 
change on a wider scale. But she is reluctant and 
uncertain. She is at the mercy of forces outside of 
herself, and this point is repeated throughout the 
novel. Despite her determination, Hannah is also 
somewhat passive, blown hither and yon on the winds 
of society, but ultimately to some success. What 
transpires with Isaac is drawn with gentle realism by 
the author. Hannah Price's passion is both in the stars 
and down on Earth. It is the restrictive culture of New 
England, providing both familial comfort and unreal-
istic encouragement, which eventually needs to 
change, as does Nantucket Island, from whaling center 
to vacationland. 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

 

 

   

Write Angles Page 7 of 8

(Continued from page 5) 

Brill mines the significant events of this story from the 
real life of Maria Mitchell, a trail-blazing astronomer 
who discovered a comet from the island of Nantucket 
in the middle of the 19th century. And, despite the 
presence of real historical figures, this is not a 
historical novel in that sense. While Hannah is very  

 

much like Maria Mitchell, Brill bends historical events 
toward the theme of her book. She says as much in an 
extensive afterword, in which she also acknowledges 
her alterations to the timeline of the history of 
astronomy. The attentive reader may yet pick out one 
or two errors in science and history, though these are 
incidental to Brill's story. 

 

 

Better Know Your Board 

Board members are not only hardworking volunteers, 
they are writers, fellow members, and people with lives 
outside CWC. This is the first installment in our series 
“Better Know Your Board.” This month we get to know 
our speaker chair and holiday hostess, Lucille Bellucci; 
member at large and former treasurer, Madelen 
Lontiong; and our CWC Board representative and former 
president, Linda Brown. 

Lucille Bellucci grew up in 
Shanghai, lived five years in Italy 
and 15 years in Brazil. She has five 
novels and two story/essay/poetry 
collections, nine first-place awards 
and a nomination to the Pushcart 
Prize. Her favorite story is "Meow's 
Way," a 13,000-word chronicle of 
cats, a skunk, a mole, a tribe of 
raccoons and a raptor chick; the 

short book won in the Animals Animals Animals Book 
Awards. Her website is www.authorsden.com/lucillebellucci. 

 

 

 

Madelen Lontiong is a writing member of the California 
Writers Club. She writes in a clear, articulate and 
engaging manner articles and advertorials, conducts 
interviews, and will tackle web copy, bios, white 
pages, and other nontechnical assignments. She pur-
sues writing of essays, poetry, and children’s stories 
and dabbles in humor. In her spare time, she dusts off  
a stack of unfinished manuscripts. Madelen can be 
reached at mlontiong2010@yahoo.com.  

Linda Brown, CWC Berkeley 
Branch past president and 
past publicity chair, currently 
serves as your Central Board 
Representative and as co-chair 
of the Publicity Committee 
with Karma Bennett. She 
represents the CWC-CB on the 
board of directors of the 
Friends of Joaquin Miller Park. 
Palos Colorados Trail is one of 
her favorite hikes in the Park. 

 

 
 

 
CWC-BB’s monthly meetings are free and open to the public and feature  

a speaker, an author event, or both. 
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Member News  
Berkeley Branch members are encouraged to send us writing-related news. Please write “Member News” in the subject 
line and send to writeangles@gmail.com no later than the 15th of the month. 
 

John Q. McDonald will have a short essay published in 
Clog magazine's "Landmark" issue, available this fall. 
www.clog-online.com/shop/clog-landmark/ John will also be 
showing a painting at the Marin Society of Artists in 
Ross, Sept 19-Oct 24, 2015. www.marinsocietyofartists.org 
 
Dirk Wales reports that his agent has found a pub-
lisher for The Fall and Rise of Landon Harris, his 
book about a novelist who struggles with the crea-
tive process. (And there’s a love story in there too.) 
More details to follow when they’re available. 

Kristen Caven launched the paperback version of 
The Souls of Her Feet to a crowd of shoe-lovers at a 
private party in Oakland. On the 25th anniversary of 
the student strike at Mills College, she was invited 
to be a writer on the upcoming subject document-
ary, featuring her award-winning cartoon journal,  
Inside the Mills Revolution, now called “the first 
and most accurate piece of journalism on this his-
toric event.” See it free online at https://www.scribd 
.com/doc/74945140 /Inside-the-Mills-Revolution (Ratings 
welcome!) 

 

Tidbit 

October 18-24 is California Writers Week. Go to http://calwriters.org/about-cwc/california-writers-week to learn 
more about this statewide recognition of writers and the role of the CWC in getting the Week established.

Happenings in Other Branches 
 

Author Presents Workshop in South Bay 

On Saturday, November 14, author Michael Bracken 
delivers “Write Short Fiction for Fun and Profit,” a 
daylong, hands-on workshop designed to provide the 
tools necessary to write publishable short stories. 
Craft short story plots, create compelling opening 
scenes, and gain mastery of scene construction, 
dialog, and description. If you write fiction of any 
length, in any genre, and want to improve your 
ability to develop your ideas into publishable fiction, 
you will want to participate in this hands-on work-
shop led by a prolific short story writer.  

Harry’s Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga Avenue, San Jose 
Price/Early Bird: CWC Members $60 / Non-

members $75 / Students with IDs $30 (through 
11/13) Price at Door: CWC Members $65 / Non-
members $80 / Students with IDs $30 (11/14) 
http://southbaywriters.com/wordpress/#sthash.JROoeVnW.dpuf 

 

Redwood Writers Host Playwrights Panel 

“How to Write an Award-winning Play” will be 
presented by a panel of award-winning playwrights 
at the regular meeting of Redwood Writers. At the 
Flamingo Hotel, 2777 Fourth St., Santa Rosa. For 
details, go to www.redwoodwriters.org  

 

 

 

The CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB is a 501(c) (3) educational nonprofit. Dedicated to educating members and the public-at-
large in the craft of writing and in the marketing of their work. 

 


