
  

®

President’s Message 

    I Need Your Support 
– Kymberlie Ingalls 

 
 
It's not very leader-like to admit defeat, but  
I don't play poker for a reason: I wear every 
emotion I ever feel on my face. And I'm not 
there quite yet, but it gets difficult some 
days to put on my armor and keep trudging.  
 
Like all of us, I want great things for you and 
for myself because we all want to succeed. 
I'm a tree type in that I love planting seeds 
and watching them grow, only I want them to 

grow much faster than they do. While I'm waiting for them to take root, I 
will impatiently plant more. I keep thinking I can take on their growth all 
by myself. Next thing you know, there's a serious forest looming ahead, 
and it starts to feel pretty overwhelming.  
 
I'm a walking, talking contradiction in that I lack follow-through, but I'm 
also terrible at delegation. I need to be better with asking for help if I'm 
going to fly my flaky flag like I do.  
 
So here it is: I need your help.  
 
We have these amazing things we want to do: writing contests, social 
events, great speakers, workshops, a new venue coming (more on that 
soon!), partnering with other organizations to bring ourselves more 
opportunities. All of these things take work—wheels don't move without 
energy to propel them forward. We've had volunteers step forward, and it 
hasn't worked out every time because I'm not the only one who gets dis-
couraged or has a lack of confidence. Please keep trying—it's all any of us 
can do. It can take time to figure out where we can excel. And please, 
show up. That's the best way to show your support.  
 
Strength comes in numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB is a 501(c) (3) educational nonprofit. Dedicated to educating members and the 
public-at-large in the craft of writing and in the marketing of their work. 
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Upcoming Events 

11/15 Meeting: Kevin Fisher 

Paulson 

11/1 New Member Orientation  

12/5 Holiday Luncheon 

 

 

Be sure to check our website: 
www.cwcberkeley.org 
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From  the  Editor’s  Desk 

Notes from the Dublin Writers Museum 
 

- Tanya Grove 
 

While on vacation in the U.K., I hit my fair share of 
tourist attractions and drank pints in quite a few 
pubs (all in the interest of cultural research, of 
course.) As a reader, I made a point of checking out 
every bookshop I came across. As a big J.K. Rowling 
fan, I took “The Making of Harry Potter” tour at the 
Warner Brothers studio in Leavesden, England, just 
northwest of London. And as a writer, I visited The 
Writers Museum in Dublin, Ireland.  

Housed in an elegant 18th-century mansion across 
from the Remembrance Garden, the museum is 
divided into three main areas, with readings and 
events taking place in other parts of the building.  

The ground floor is a permanent display featuring 
Ireland's most famous writers. It covers roughly 300 
years of Irish literary tradition and includes such 
novelists, playwrights, and poets as Jonathan Swift, 
James Joyce, William Butler Yeats, and Samuel 
Beckett (who actually lived mostly in France but was 
originally from Ireland).  

Visitors are able to view letters, manuscripts, and 
journals penned by Irish masters, displayed among a 
scattering of artifacts, including a typewriter. (I don't 
remember who it belonged to.) The detailed audio 
tour shares stories beyond what's printed on the 
walls, such as W.H. Auden's romantic pursuits. He 
pined for a particular woman for years and asked her 
several times to marry him, but she always refused. 
She married someone else and had a daughter, and 
when that daughter grew up, Auden asked her to 
marry him. She also refused. (Eventually he married 
someone else.) 

One writer (perhaps Oscar Wilde or Brendan Behan?) 
had written something in which the naughty bits were 
edited out. So he proceeded to hand-write them back 
into already published books. The audio guide didn't 

specify which volumes he was able to correct, but in 
my imagination, he was knocking on people's doors 
asking them if they'd purchased his book, and if so, 
did they mind if he made a few edits? 

Upstairs is a gallery of paintings of many of these 
authors and a small library of their works. 

I wandered down the hall upstairs and happened 
upon a children's literature exhibit that was either 
still being put together or was already coming down—
it was difficult to tell which. Giant board books and a 
colorful sculpture filled the center, and a few picture 
book authors were featured on one wall, but there 
was little in the way of signage. Nobody was there, so 
I took the liberty of snapping photos, which was not 
allowed in the permanent collection downstairs. So I 
can’t share with you one of the many portraits of 
James Joyce, but I can show you a polar bear illustra-
tion, which is cuter anyway. 
 

 

Check out CWC’s state website (http://calwriters.org/), 
the website for NorCal 

(http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/), 
and the one for CWC‐South 

(www.socalwritersshowcase.com).

 

Write Angles 
 

Editor     Tanya Grove 

Copyeditors   Anne Fox & Lynn Fraley 

Poetry Page    Alysa Chadow 
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Opportunities 
 

1) The California Historical Society (CHS) is now 
accepting submissions for the 2016 CHS Book Award. 
They seek book-length manuscripts that make an 
important contribution to both scholarship and to the 
greater community by deepening public understand-
ing of some aspect of California history. The award 
carries a $5,000 author advance for the winning man-
uscript and publication by CHS/Heyday, with an 
awards ceremony, promotion, and an author tour 
throughout the state. For more information about the 
CHS Book Award contest, visit https://heydaybooks.com 
/chsbookaward/. The deadline to submit is May 1, 2016. 
 
2) 300 Days of Sun, a student-run print literary 
journal at Nevada State College, publishes authors 
from the southwest. The website is 300daysofsun.com. 
Submit works to https://300daysofsun.submittable.com/submit. 
 
 

 

 

3) Reed Magazine (“the oldest literary journal west 
of the Mississippi…we're a journal written out of San 
Jose”) wants submissions in numerous categories for 
their 2016 issue, and the deadline is November 1 
(www.reedmag.org). 
 
54 Foreword’s INDIEFAB Book of the Year awards 
program. The deadline to submit books is Jan 15th, 
2016, and should be accompanied by the online re-
ceipt reflecting payment of the entry fee. A $1500 
cash prize will be awarded to Best Fiction and Best 
Nonfiction. Winners are announced at the American 
Library Association Annual Conference and will be 
featured in the Fall 2016 print and digital edition of 
Foreword Reviews. Finalists and winners lists will be 
promoted on their website and in e-mail news-
letters. 

 
CWC-BB’s monthly meetings are free and open to the public and feature  

a speaker, an author event, or both. 
 

 

Celebrating California Writers Week

Ceremony recognizing CWC’s contributions to celebrate California Writers Week. From left to right: 
Berkeley Branch members Kathleen Orosco, Karma Bennett, Lucille Bellucci, Linda Brown; Oakland City 
Council President Annie Campbell Washington; Council Member Lynette McElhaney; CWC Central Board 
President David George. 



 

 

 

   

Write Angles Page 4 of 5

poetry page  
WOMEN OF THEIR WORD: Women throughout the Decades 

Featured Poet: ELIZABETH BISHOP 
 

 

 

- Alysa Chadow 

Although she was not a prolific poet, 
Elizabeth Bishop (1911-1979) won the 
Pulitzer, National Book Award, and Neustadt 
Prize (the first woman and only American to 
do so), and was as well the Poet Laureate of 
the United States. 

Born in Massachusetts, Bishop was an only 
child whose father died when she was eight 
months old. Her mother was institutional-
ized for mental illness and died in an asylum 
in 1916. Bishop was raised first by her 
maternal grandparents on their farm in Nova 
Scotia, and then by her father’s family in the 
Boston area.  

Bishop entered Vassar College in 1929, where 
she published her first poems and edited the 
college yearbook. She also helped start a 
literary magazine with fellow classmate Mary 
McCarthy and two other women. 

Much of Bishop’s work was done during the 
’30s, ’40s, and ’50s, with huge gaps of time 
between her poetry collections. She also 
traveled widely, living first in France, and 
then in Brazil. During her later years, she 
taught at the University of Washington, 
Harvard, and New York University. She died 
of a cerebral aneurism at her home in the 
greater Boston area in 1979. 

Bishop was a private person who did not 
subscribe to the confessional style used by 
contemporaries such as close friend Robert 
Lowell. (She even criticized him for revealing 
too much of his private life in his poetry 
collection The Dolphin.) “The Bight,” one of 
her last poems, and whose last two lines are 
inscribed on her gravestone, are indicative of 
her style. 

 

THE BIGHT 
 

At low tide like this, how sheer the water is 

White, crumbling ribs of marl protrude and glare 

The boats are dry, the pilings dry as matches 

Absorbing, rather than being absorbed. 

The water in the bight doesn’t wet anything. 

The color of the gas flame turned as low as possible. 

One can smell it turning to gas; if one were Baudelaire,  

One can probably hear it turning to marimba music… 

 

Go to www.poemhunter.com for the rest of the poem; copyright 1977 

by Elizabeth Bishop 
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Member News  
Berkeley Branch members are encouraged to send us writing-related news. Please write “Member News” in the subject 
line and send to writeangles@gmail.com no later than the 15th of the month. 
 

 Alon Shalev’s fifth Wycaan Master 

novel, From Ashes They Rose, has been 

released by Tourmaline Books. SeeAlon 

also featured on a YA fantasy blog, 

which you can see @ 
https://youtu.be/6E8ZJtgBs4I 

 

Francine Howard’s third novel, The Duke of Union 
County, has been picked up by Amazon for scheduled 
release August 2016. 

Clifford Allen Hui’s short story, “Sight of Home,” was 
recently published in the October issue of the online 
magazine Writing Raw (writingraw.com).   

John Byrne Barry has started 
his local book tour for his 
recently launched mystery, 
Wasted, set in the Berkeley 
recycling world. For more 
details, go to 
http://greennoir.com/wasted/.com. 

 

Jing Li won first place in the 2015 Memoir Contest 
sponsored by CWC’s Redwood Branch and received her 

award at a ceremony on October 11. 

 

Tidbit   

If it hasn’t already arrived in your mailbox, you’ll soon receive the latest edition of the Literary Review. Now in its 
fourth year, it’s on its way to establishing itself as a CWC institution. Sadly, costs are rising. In order to maintain a 
quality publication while balancing our budget, we have instituted a submission fee beginning with the next issue. 
Going forward, $10 per submitter must accompany each submission of up two pieces submitted at the same time, 
payable by Pay Pal or by check. Find submission guidelines and payment details on the CWC website www.calwriters.org. 
The deadline is November 30, and we look forward to reviewing your fine writing. 
 
- David George, CWC Central Board President 

Other Branches’ News 
 

David Congalton will present “Chasing a Creative 
Dream” at the next luncheon meeting of the Mt. 
Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club 
on Saturday, November 14, 2015 at Zio Fraedo’s 
Restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. 
 
Mr. Congalton’s topics will include envy, the writer’s 
worst enemy; the five main traits for writing 
success; using personal experience; and screenplays 
from writing to production. 
 
He is an author, screenwriter, speaker, radio talk 
show host, and was the leader of a Central Cali-
fornia Writers Conference for twelve years. He  

 
 
wrote the screenplay for the feature film indie  
comedy Authors Anonymous, starring Kaley Cuoco  
of TV’s Big Bang Theory. He is giving away an auto-
graphed DVD of Authors Anonymous, and a free 
guest spot on his weekly radio show. 
 
Sign-in begins at 11:15 am. Luncheon from 12-12:45 
pm. Speaker 1-2:00 pm. $25 members, $30 guests. 
Reservation deadline is noon on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 11. To reserve, contact Robin at ragig@aol.com, 
leave a message at (925) 933-9670, or sign up via 
PayPal: click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website 
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/.  
Add $2 transaction fee.  

John at recent reading. 

Photo by Marilyn Tullius. 


